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What is the article on the warrant?
• To see if the Town will vote to adopt the following island-wide goals in
response to the developing climate change crisis:
• Reduce fossil fuel use on the Island (from a 2018 baseline):
50% by 2030
100% by 2040
• Increase the fraction of our electricity use that is renewable:
To 50% by 2030
To 100% by 2040
• Foster biosphere carbon capture through
• Adoption of regenerative agriculture and landscaping
• Protection and expansion of wetlands
• Preservation of woodland resources;
• And further, to request that the Town Energy Committee annually monitor
progress toward the achievement of these goals.

Goals are Aspirational, Nonbinding

2

Why is this article on the town warrant?
• Climate Change is Upon Us!
• Irreversible climate changes are coming and will be strongly felt on the
island
• Sea level rise, stronger damaging storms, flooding, heat waves, fires,
diseases
• The changes are caused by climate warming from increasing greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere
• We need to do all we can to mitigate
these changes
• We have a responsibility to our children
and future generations to leave them a
healthy and beneficial environment
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Why an all-electric, all-renewable Island?
• We know that we have to stop
heating the planet
• It is only a matter of time before
humans abandon fossil fuels – the
major source of increases in
atmospheric greenhouse gases
• The island’s energy will become allelectric and all-renewable eventually
• The question is when will that
happen?
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Why move more quickly?
• Our island economy depends on our visitors
• In the face of change, will we be Disaster
Island or the Little Island that Could?
• Island disaster story or island success story?
• We need to show the way –
• Adapting to coming climate impact
• Mitigating climate change by reducing
our footprint of greenhouse gases
• Visitors will come to see how we do it
• And, making and keeping our island more livable is in our best interest
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What have other towns done?
• West Tisbury and Aquinnah passed the
article at 2020 Town Meetings
• Tisbury, Chilmark, and Edgartown
passed the article at 2021 Town Meetings

Why do we need to act together?
• Federal and state funding programs are looking for proof of broad
community support – important to show in grant applications
• Example: Our island energy group has predicted more rapid electric
growth than Eversource – Eversource has decided to add another
power cable to the island based on our analysis and our own future
predictions
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Can we do it?
• Yes! – or at least come very close
• Strong economic forces are driving us forward
• Renewable energy prices are below fossil
fuel energy prices and are falling
• As we use more renewable energy, economies of scale reduce the price –
and then we use more
• Leads to a virtuous circle that reinforces the abundance of renewable
energy
• The cheaper it gets, the more we use, the less greenhouse gas we release
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Can cars and heat pumps help push us ahead?
• Yes! – And save us money as well
• Electric Vehicles –
• Federal and state incentives promote sales by
reducing prices
• Cheaper to run and maintain
• Heat Pumps – Now work to –18°F outside temp
• Cheaper, more efficient, and cost less to run than boilers and
furnaces or electric resistance baseboard heating
• Energy costs are 40% lower than propane
• Heat loans and incentives reduce costs
• Heat Pump Water Heaters –
• Save >$350 per yr, family of 4
• Incentives reduce costs
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Can solar energy help us meet our goals?
• Yes! New solar energy advances renewable power

and reduces fossil fuel use
• Rooftop Solar
• You can add home solar for less than you think —
federal and state incentives, solar loans, and
developers can help
• Community Solar
• Your community can exchange your solar
energy allowance for Eversource bill credits
• Microgrid
• Add a storage battery and leave the electric grid whenever you want
• Microgrids for town buildings add resilience
9

How will our electric power become more
renewable?
• Mass Renewable Portfolio Standard compels renewable power
increases
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How will our need for electricity grow?
• Business as Usual: Current Statutes, Current Policies, Current Trends
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We will have to do better to meet our goals

• Total energy use goes
down by 13%
• Electricity use goes
up 2.5x
• Fossil fuel reduced by
61%
• 70% renewable
electricity by 2040
will help

Is our Island grid sufficient?

to load (id. at 28). Figure 2 presents a simplified diagram of Martha’s Vineyard’s distribu
system.

• We interconnect to the mainland
via 4 submarine cables

Figure 2. Martha’s Vineyard 23 kV Distribution Facilities

• The cables are at capacity today
• By 2030, our needs will increase by
at least 70%
• Eversource is adding a new cable
to East Chop by 2025
• May also replace the oldest cable,
to West Chop
• If so, will meet needs at least
through 2030

• But, Eversource needs to increase
on-island power infrastructure

Source: Exh. EV-1, at 13.

Will we have help?
• Federal Goals
• 50% reduction in greenhouse gases from
2005 levels by 2030
• US to strive for 100 percent carbon
pollution-free electricity by 2035
• Massachusetts Goals
• Net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050
• 45% reduction from 1990 GHG levels by
2030
• These goals will require incentive programs and
grants to stimulate the path to all-renewable
and all-electric energy
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How will the goals impact town residents?
• Goals are nonbinding and aspirational — nothing is required
• But if we set out these goals, and work toward them, we will have a better
island life
• Cleaner air and better health from reduced
fossil fuel combustion
• Quieter homes and quieter transportation
• More money to spend on necessities and
pleasures in life from energy cost savings
• Confidence in knowing we are fighting
climate change and working for a better
life for ourselves and our children

Town Hall near completion – Energy efficient
and looking to the future!14

What’s to take away from this?
• Endorsing the goal of all-electric, all-renewable energy on the Island by
2040 shows that our Island towns want to move more rapidly
• Speeding the transition means that we are saving more energy dollars and
saving them faster than other communities
• We can be assured that we are doing all we can to reduce the flow of
greenhouse gases that are warming our island and our planet
• The more we do now, the more our children and grandchildren will thank
us for making their world better.
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Thank You
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