INITIAL PUBLIC NOTICE
Town of Oak Bluffs Resilient Infrastructure for East Chop Drive
PDMC-PJ-01-MA-2019-001
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
proposes to provide federal financial assistance to the Town of Oak Bluffs to stabilize and
improve 1,200 linear feet of a failing historic coastal revetment (Proposed Action) along East
Chop Bluff to protect life and property. Pursuant to Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain
Management) and FEMA’s implementing regulations at Title 44 of the Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) Part 9, FEMA hereby provides interested parties with a notice of its intent to
carry out an action affecting a floodplain.
The existing revetment has experienced increased erosion from severe weather and coastal storm
surges that has undermined the existing road, East Chop Drive, to the point of imminent failure.
The purpose of the Proposed Action is to reduce erosion hazards along East Chop Bluff. The
Proposed Action would reconstruct 1,200 feet of damaged revetment along East Chop Drive
between Harrison Avenue and Brewster Avenue including armoring the shoreline with angular
stones and native vegetation. The revetment would be extended both landward and seaward for a
65 percent increase in size, which would provide a base to raise the existing revetment
approximately 8 to 12 feet in height. The increase in height would protect against wave run-up
and an increase of up to 2 feet of future sea level rise.
The project is within a mapped special flood hazard area (100-year floodplain, Zone VE). A map
of the area is available upon request. Map requests and comments about this project and
potential impacts are encouraged to be submitted within 15 days of the date of this publication
to:
Meredith Fagan, Environmental Protection Specialist
Federal Emergency Management Agency, Boston, MA
fema-r1-hma-ehp@fema.dhs.gov; (202) 657-9576
and
Eric Kuns, Senior Environmental Protection Specialist
Federal Emergency Management Agency, Boston, MA
eric.kuns@fema.dhs.gov; (202) 805-9089

