





MINUTES
Board of Selectmen Meeting
March 9, 2021
REMOTE PARTICIPATION ONLY
Present:  Chairman Jason Balboni, Selectmen Gail Barmakian, Gregory Coogan, Brian Packish, Ryan Ruley.  Also present Town Administrator Robert Whritenour, Assistant Town Administrator Wendy Brough, Executive  Assistant Alice Ryan Butler.

Meeting called to order at 4:00 p.m.
Executive Session
For the purpose of review of resumes for preliminary employment screening, returning to open session.
Selectman Coogan motioned to return to open session, seconded by Selectman Ruley.  Vote was:
Chairman  Balboni  Aye
Selectman Barmakian  Aye
Selectman Coogan  Aye
Selectman Packish  Aye
Selectman Ruley  Aye

Department Head, Committee, Commission Updates
Richard Toole announced that he was setting up a page on the website for the Energy Committee.

Minutes 
February 5, 2021
Selectman Coogan motioned to accept the Minutes of February 5, 2021, seconded by Selectman Barmakian.  Vote was:
Chairman Balboni  Aye
Selectman Barmakian  Aye
Selectman Coogan  Aye
Selectman Packish  Aye
Selectman Ruley  Aye

Old/New Business
Public Hearing: The Board of Selectmen will hold a Public Hearing on March 9, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. Remote Participation Only to consider the request of Dan Martino for a new, two acre aquaculture site between the Cottage City Oyster Farm and the Eastville  Beach Jetty. This application is on file in the Selectmen’s office for review Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Mr. Martino presented his request for a new 2 acre aquacultural site. It is a five year project not affiliated with his current farm.  Woods Hole is involved in the research.  Other agencies are investigating.  Shellfish Constable Fisher spoke in favor, as did Richard Toole.  No one spoke in opposition.
Selectman Coogan motioned to close the Hearing, seconded by Selectman Packish.  Vote was:
Chairman Balboni  Aye
Selectman Barmakian  Aye
Selectman Coogan  Aye
Selectman Packish  Aye
Selectman Ruley  Aye
Selectman Coogan motioned to approve the two acre aquacultural site as depicted in the drawing, seconded by Selectman Brmakian.  Vote was:
Chairman Balboni  Aye
Selectman Barmakian  Aye
Selectman Coogan  Aye
Selectman Packish  Aye
Selectman Ruley  Aye

Public Hearing: Pursuant to MGL Chapter 138, Section 15, the Board of Selectmen will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 5:30 p.m.  Remote Participation Only regarding an application for the Transfer of Stock, Change of Officers & Directors and Change of Manager for Vineyard Wine & Cheese, Inc. dba Vineyard Wine & Cheese Shop, 36 Circuit Avenue, Oak Bluffs, MA  02557.  This application is on file in the Selectmen’s office for review Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Attorney Jon Aieta presented the case.  No one spoke in favor or opposition.

Selectman Barmakian motioned to close the Hearing, seconded by Selectman Packish.  Vote was:
Chairman Balboni  Aye
Selectman Barmakian  Aye
Selectman Coogan  Aye
Selectman Packish  Aye
Selectman Ruley  Aye

Selectman Coogan motioned to approve the Transfer of Stock and Change of Officers, Directors and Manager for Vineyard Wine & Cheese.   Vote was:
Chairman Balboni  Aye
Selectman Barmakian  Aye
Selectman Coogan  Aye
Selectman Packish  Aye
Selectman Ruley  Aye

Public Hearing: Pursuant to MGL Chapter 138, Section 15, the Board of Selectmen will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 5:30p.m. Remote Participation Only regarding an application for the Transfer of Stock and Change of Officers & Directors of Our Market Corp, d/b/a Our Market, 1 East Chop Drive, Oak Bluffs, MA  02557.  This application is on file in the Selectmen’s Office for review Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Attorney Jon Aieta presented the case.  No one spoke in favor or opposition.

Selectman Coogan motioned to close the Hearing, seconded by Selectman Barmakian.  Vote was:
Chairman Balboni  Aye
Selectman Barmakian  Aye
Selectman Coogan  Aye
Selectman Packish  Aye
Selectman Ruley  Aye

Selectman Coogan motioned to approve the request for a Transfer of Stock and Change of Officers & Directors of Our Market Corp., seconded by Selectman Barmakian.  Vote was:
Chairman Balboni  Aye
Selectman Barmakian  Aye
Selectman Coogan  Aye
Selectman Packish  Aye
Selectman Ruley  Aye

Joint Meeting – Board of Selectmen – Finance and Advisory Board
Review and vote on the proposed ballot questions.

Chairman Gaffey called the Finance and Advisory Board to order.  Bill Vrooman, Sherry Countryman, Walter Vail, Michael Taus, Maura McGroarty, Bernie Crossland, Richard Weiss.

Question 1.  Capital Exclusion.
Shall the Town of Oak Bluffs be allowed to assess an additional $183,572.57 in real estate and personal property taxes for the purpose of funding the Town’s share of technology infrastructure upgrades at the Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School for the fiscal year beginning July 1st, 2021?

Question 2.  Capital Exclusion
Shall the Town of Oak Bluffs be allowed to assess an additional $73,128.65 in real estate and personal property  taxes for the purpose of funding the Town’s share of purchasing electric school buses for the Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School for the fiscal year beginning July 1st, 2021?

Both questions were thoroughly discussed by the Board of Selectmen and the Finance and Advisory Board.

Selectman Coogan motioned to approve Question One regarding funding the Town’s share of technology infrastructure upgrades at MVRHS, seconded by Selectman Packish.  Vote Was:
Chairman Balboni  Aye
Selectman Barmakian  Aye
Selectman Coogan  Aye
Selectman Packish  Aye
Selectman Ruley  Aye

Selectman Coogan motioned to approve Question Two regarding funding the Town’s share of purchasing electric school buses for the Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School, seconded by Selectman Barmakian.  Vote was:
Chairman Balboni  Aye
Selectman Barmakian  Aye
Selectman Coogan  Aye
Selectman Packish  Aye
Selectman Ruley  Aye

The Finance and Advisory Committee approved both questions by consensus.

Review and ratification of the Patrolmen’s Union Contract  July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2022.
Selectman Coogan motioned to accept the Patrolmen’s Union Contract July 1, 2020 to 
June 30, 2022, seconded by Selectman Ruley.  Vote was:
Chairman Balboni  Aye
Selectman Barmakian  Aye
Selectman Coogan  Aye
Selectman Packish  Aye
Selectman Ruley  Aye

Request for a new business, Winston’s Kitchen at 2 East Chop Drive.  Winston & Lisa Christie
Selectman Coogan motioned to approve Winston’s Kitchen, seconded by Selectman Ruley
Vote was:
Chairman Balboni  Aye
Selectman Barmakian  Aye
Selectman Coogan  Aye
Selectman Packish  Aye
Selectman Ruley  Aye

Request for a new business, Harbor Rentals  (bicycle rentals)  25 Circuit Avenue, Ext.  
Eugene Brice.
Selectman Ruley motioned to approve Harbor Rentals at 25 Circuit Avenue, Ext., seconded by Selectman Coogan.  Vote was:


Chairman Balboni  Aye
Selectman Barmakian  Aye
Selectman Coogan  Aye
Selectman Packish  Aye
Selectman Ruley  Aye

Request to restrict traffic on Dukes County Avenue, Warwick Avenue and Masonic Avenue during the annual Art Stroll from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on July 10, August 7, and September 4.
Holly Alaimo.

Chairman Packish recused himself

No food will be served.  Masks will be worn if they are necessary.  Board of Health will comment.
Selectman Ruley motioned to approve the request for the Art Stroll on July 10, August 7 and September 4, seconded by Selectman Barmakian.
Chairman Balboni  Aye
Selectman Barmakian  Aye
Selectman Coogan  Aye
Selectman Ruley  Aye

Review and Possible vote on the Annual Town Meeting Warrant and the Special Town Meeting Warrant.
Postponed until March 12, 2021.

Review and possible vote on local search for the Acting Town Administrator.
The Collins Center has provided a draft for a Town Administrator profile.
Chairman Balboni motioned to accept from the Collins Center a draft on a local search for an Acting Town Administrator, seconded by Selectman Ruley.  Vote was:
Chairman Balboni  Aye
Selectman Barmakian  Aye
Selectman Coogan  Aye
Selectman Packish  Aye
Selectman Ruley  Aye

Update on the “new” Town Hall
Members of the design and construction team gave an update to the Selectmen.
The project started slowly, but it is on budget.  Despite some delays, it is anticipated that it will be complete by Fall.  Much of the material is bought locally, but the workers are from Off Island.  The foundation is a “mixed bag”, the west side does not have footing, there is a potential change order.  The MVC has requested more plans for the lighting.



Public Comment
Christine Todd, OBA , The outdoor experience due to covid caused people to work together.

Selectman Ruley, former Town Administrator Whritenour contacted everyone on the “shared Use” path.  The State is working with the property owner with problems.

Dick Cohen, Pawnee House recommended closing Circuit Avenue during the week that it is good for business.  Selectman Packish said he had been contacted by several people saying the same thing.

Adjourn
Selectman Coogan motioned to adjourn at 8:37 p.m., seconded by Selectman Barmakian.
Chairman Balboni  Aye
Selectman Barmakian  Aye
Selectman Coogan  Aye
Selectman Packish  Aye
Selectman Ruley  Aye






Respectfully submitted,



Alice Ryan Butler
Executive Assistant
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